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MEDICAL  DEPARTMENT, 
COUNTY  OFFICES, 

DOLGELLEY. 

December,  1940. 


To  the  Chairman,  Aldermen  and  Councillors, 
of  the  Merioneth  County  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

It  is  my  privilege  to  present  to  you  the  Annual 
Report  on  the  Public  Health  and  Sanitary  Conditions  of  the 
County,  for  the  year  1939.  This  is  the  38th  Report  of  the  series, 
and  is  the  22nd  that  I have  written. 


1 his  Report  is  issued  much  later  than  usual;  we  are  living  in 
unusual  times,  and  the  need  of  economy  in  printing  paper  lias 
necessitated  the  curtailment  of  the  Report,  yet  I hope  it  will  not 
be  found  entirely  without  interest. 


Much  of  the  statistical  portions  have  been  omitted,  but  all 
necessary  statistics  have  been  kept,  and  in  more  normal  times  it 
is  possible  they  can  be  reproduced. 


1 he  necessary  vital  statistics  from  the  Registrar  General  were 
received  on  the  28th  September,  1940,  and  the  statistics  relating 

‘ „ \ <-ounty  District  were  sent  to  the  District  Medical  Officer 
ot  Health. 


il  '!'>aln  j exteu.d  my  thanks  for  very  loyal  co-operation  by  Ladies 
in.1,.  i’™* lenten  in  the  County  who  interest  themselves  in  Medico- 
„ ” , and  who  carry  out  such  a large  amount  of  voluntary 

rrk  without  which  much  that  is  done  could  not  be  accomplished. 

hw  nV'f  iS  a.,P‘elTre  10  “knowledge  the  help  and  advice  I 
the  C irk  of°S  o Ch,al™en  of  the  se''era>  Health  Committees, 
Commit! L f , C°Ufy  .CoTl1-  ,the  Secretary  of  the  Education 
1 fficers  aW  L Pr0eiSI™aI  c0  lea8ues»  the  District  Medical 
'tari  rkpectors  “ PraCtitioners  and  also  the  San- 

service.5'211  “ ‘he  Del’artment  as  always  have  given  me  loyal 


I am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

E.  LEWYS-LLOYD, 
County  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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EXTRACT  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS 


(which  are  required  in  this  short  form) 


Total 

M 

F 

Live 

f Legitimate 

512 

249 

263' 

) Birth  rate  per  1,000 

Births  | 

L Illegitimate 

32 

18 

14 

^-estimated  resident 

J 

I population  

13.65 

Still  Births  

22 

13 

9 1 

I Rate  per  1 ,000  total 

J 

'Live  and  Still  Births 

38.97 

Deaths 

639 

352 

287') 

Death  rate  per  1 ,000 

estimated  resident 
population  15.61 


Deaths  from  puerperal  causes 
headings  29  and  30  of  the 
Registrar  General’s  Short 
List  : — 


Deaths 

No.  29  puerperal  sepsis  

No.  30  other  puerperal  causes  4 


Rate  per  1 ,000 
total  live  and 
still  births 


7.04 


Total 


4 


7.04 


Death  rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  : 

All  Infants  per  1 ,000  live  births 6“^  27 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births 58.37 

Elegitimate  infants  per  1,000  Illegitimate  live  births  . . 125.00 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  gg 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  '3 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  two  years  of  age) 1 
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Section  A .—STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS.  i 

1.  Area. 

The  area  of  the  County  in  statute  acres  (Land  and  inland 
water)  is  422,372  acres. 

2.  Population. 

The  estimated  population  of  the  County  and  the  County  Dis- 
tricts are  given  in  Table  X. 

3.  Financial. 

The  rateable  value  of  the  County  for  the  year  1939  was 
£181,758,  and  the  product  of  a penny  rate  was  equal  to  £ 720 : 5:  6. 

4 Social  Conditions. 

The  County  is  primarily  an  agricultural  county,  but  in  some 
parts  extensive  slate  production  is  carried  out,  and  some  of  the 
best  roofing  slates  are  produced  here. 

The  County  has  suffered  from  unemployment  to  a very  large 
extent,  and  the  closing  of  some  of  the  slate  quarries  owing  to  the 
war  has  caused  much  loss. 

5 Births. 

The  number  of  births  registered  as  belonging  to  the  County  in 
the  year  1939  was  544,  267  boys  and  277  girls,  of  which  32  were 
illegitimate  (iS  boys,  14  girls).  The  details  will  be  found  in 
Table  IX. 

The  number  of  still  births  registered  was  22. 

6 Deaths. 

The  deaths  from  all  causes  allocated  to  the  County  in  the 
Registrar  General’s  statistics  number  639,  352  males  and  2S7 
females,  giving  a crude  death  rate  of  15.61,  a similar  rate  for 
England  and  Wales  being  12.1. 

The  principal  causes  of  death  were  Heart  Disease  152,  Cancef 
8S,  Cerebral  Haemorrhage  46,  Tuberculosis,  all  forms,  43,  TeS* 
piratory  Tuberculosis  36,  Bronchitis  24,  Influenza  23,  Congenital 
debility  22. 
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CANCER. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  from  this  cause  was  88,  43  men 
and  45  women,  giving  a rate  of  2.15  per  1,000  of  population. 

The  ages  at  which  these  deaths  occurred  were  as  under: — 

TABLE  I. 


Age  Group 

URBAN  Districts 

RURAL  Districts 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

2 

— - 5 .... 

, . 

. , 

1 

.. 

5 

— 15  .... 

• • 

• • 

1 

. . . 

35 

— 45  .... 

• • 

• • 

1 

1 

45 

— 55  .... 

3 

3 

4 

5 

55 

— 65  .... 

6 

7 • 

6 

4 

65 

— 75  . . . 

2 

8 

7 

7 

75  and  upwards  . . 

6 

7 

6 

3 

Deaths  from  some  other  causes  are  discussed  in  other  sections. 


DEATHS  GENERAL  CAUSES. 
SUMMARY. 


URBAN  RURAL 

Cause  of  Death  Males  Females  Males  Females  TOTAL 


1.  Typhoid  & Paraty- 

phoid  

2.  Measles 

3-  Scarlet  Fever 

4-  Whooping  Cough... 

5.  Diphtheria 

6.  Influenza  

S.  Cerebro-Spinal 

Fever  

9.  Tuberculosis  of  Res- 
piratory System. 

10.  Other  Tuberculosis. 


3 


3 


23 


36 

7 


9 


URBAN 

RURAL 

Xo . Cause  oj  Death  Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

TOTAL 

ii.  Svphilis 

— 

— 

I 

— 

1 

iv  Cancer 

17 

25 

26 

20 

88 

14.  Diabetes  

— 

2 

2 

I 

5 

15.  Cerebral  Haemorr- 
hage   

II 

II 

12 

12 

46 

16.  Heart  Diseases 

35 

33 

49 

35 

152 

18.  Other  Circulatory 
Diseases  

14 

13 

13 

9 

49 

19.  Bronchitis 

7 

4 

8 

5 

24 

20.  Pneumonia  (all  forms 

7 

3 

5 

4 

19 

21.  Orther  Respiratory 
Diseases 

5 





1 

6 

22.  Peptic  Ulcer  

— 

— 

3 

— 

3 

23 . Diarrhoea  under  2 yrs.  1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

24.  Appendicitis  

— 

1 

— 

3 

4 

25.  Cirrhosis  of  River  . 

— 

' — 

1 

— 

1 

26.  Other  liver  diseases. 

1 

— 

1 

2 

4 

27.  Other  digestive 

diseases 



5 

1 

2 

S 

28.  Acute  & Chronic 
Nephritis  

9 

3 

11 

8 

3i 

29.  Puerperal  Sepsis  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

30.  Other  Puerperal 

diseases  



2 

— 

2 

4 

31.  Congenital  debility 
from  birth,  etc.. 

1 

9 

8 

4 

22 

32.  Senility 

3 

6 

6 

5 

20 

33-  Suicide 

2 

— 

1 

1 

4 

34-  Other  violence 

3 

3 

8 

5 

19 

35-  Other  defined 

diseases  

9 

6 

23 

13 

5i 

36.  Causes  ill  defined  or 
not  known 

1 



2 

— 

3 

Diarrhoea,  2 yrs.  ant 
over 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Polio-encephalitis. . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

TOTAL  ... 

148 

142 

204 

145 

639 

Section  B.— GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH 
SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA. 


i.  Officers. 

A list  of  the  several  Health  Committees  and  the  Officers  of  the 
County  Council  was  given  in  full  in  last  year’s  Report,  and  is  not 
reproduced  for  reasons  of  economy. 

To  bring  the  list  up  to  date  the  changes  are  recorded  in  the 
first  pages  of  this  Report. 

i.  ( ii ) Laboratory  facilities. 

In  addition  to  the  facilities  stated  in  the  Report  for  193S,  since 
November,  1939,  Central  Laboratories  have  been  established  by 
the  Government  in  Conway  and  Aberystwyth  ; certain  areas  of 
the  County  have  been  allocated  to  each. 

It  would  have  been  better  if  all  places  within  the  administra- 
tive County  were  attached  t q one  Laboratory,  though  it  is  pro- 
bably easier  for  some  places  to  be  attached  to  one  or  other  labora- 
tory : for  instance,  Eestiniog  Urban  and  Edeyrnion  Rural  are 
perhaps  easier  served  by  Conway,  while  Dolgelley  Urban  and 
Rural  and  Towyn  Urban  are  easier  for  Aberystwyth. 

Both  Laboratories  have  been  extensively  used,  and  are  under 
the  capable  superintendence  of  Dr.  Robinson  at  Conway,  and  Dr. 
Alun  C.  Jones  at  Aberystwyth. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  when  the  present  crisis  ceases  these  Lab- 
oratories will  remain  permanently  at  the  disposal  of  the  Author- 
ities. Their  usefulness  is  immense. 

1.  (ii)  (b)  Ambulance  Facilities. 

These  remained  in  1939  as  stated  in  the  previous  reports,  but 
the  war  conditions  have  made  some  changes  imperative. 

1 (ii)  (c)  Nursing  in  the  Home. 

This  work  is  carried  out  by  18  District  Nursing  Associations, 
who  employ  5 state  registered  nurses  (Queen’s  Nurses)  and  18 
‘village  nurses,”  all  of  whom  are  state  registered  midwives,  and 
carry  out  duties  placed  ’upon  the  County  Council  under  the  Mid- 
wives Act,  1936,  by  agreement  with  the  County  Nursing  Associ- 
ation, to  which  the  District  Associations  are  affiliated.  They  are 
supervised  by  Mrs.  Eleanor  Owen,  the  Non-Medical  Supervisor 
oi  Midwives  appointed  by  the  County  Council 


II 


The  County  Association  employs  one  Relief  Midwife. 

Grants  are  made  to  the  County  Association  by  the  County 
Council. 


!.  (ii)  ( d ) Treatment  Centres  and.  Clinics. 

These  were  described  on  pages  2S  and  29  of  the  last  Report, 
and  there  has  been  no  change. 

The  Ante-Natal  Clinics  in  the  medical  charge  of  Air.  J.  G.  ' 
Wigley,  F.R.C.S.  (Eng.),  are  held  every  6 weeks  in  the  three 
hospitals  of  the  County. 

For  cases  from  Penllyn  and  Edeyrnion  Districts  special  ar- 
rangements are  made  with  Air.  Wigley  through  the  County  Med- 
ical Officer. 


Dental. 

The  School  Dental  Clinics  have  been  described  in  the  Report 
of  the  School  Medical  Officer. 

It  is  regretted  that  only  a few  cases  of  expectant  mothers  have 
availed  themselves  of  the  scheme  of  dental  treatment  provided 
bv  the  Council. 

Venereal  Diseases. 

The  County  Scheme  provides  for  a treatment  centre  at  the 
Caernarvonshire  and  Anglesey  Infirmary,  Bangor,  jointly  with 
the  Council  of  Anglesey  and  Caernarvonshire.  The  Centre  is 
open  for  male  patients  on  Tuesdays  from  2 — 5 p.m.,  and  is  open 
tor  female  patients  on  Fridays  from  2 — 5 p.m. 

For  Wasserman  Tests  the  Pathologist  is  Prof.  T.  B.  Davie, 
M.D.,  M.R.C.P.,  The  Thompson  Yates  Laboratories,  The  Univ- 
ersity, Liverpool,  to  whom  specimens  for  examination  should  be 
sent,  to  reach  the  laboratory,  if  possible,  on  Thursday  in  any 
week. 

The  County  Medical  Officer  will  be  glad  to  supply  outfits  for 
anv  Medical  Practitioner  on  application  to  him  at  the  County 
Offi  ces,  Dolgelley. 
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SHORT  TABULAR  STATEMENT  OF  THE  TREATMENT  OF 
CASES  AT  THE  BANGOR  APPROVED  CENTRE. 


Syph- 

ilis 

M F 

Gon- 

orr- 

hea 

M F 

Number  of  Cases  under  treatment 
or  observation.  Jan.  1st,  1939  . . 

1 

3 . . 

Number  of  cases  dealt  with  for  the 
first  time  during  the  year  

3 

2 2 

Number  of  cases  discharged  after 
completion  of  treatment 

3 

4 2 

Number  of  cases  remaining  Dec.  31, 
1939  

1 

1 . . 

Number  of  attendances  for  individual 
attention  of  M.O 

. . 43 

4 12 

Inpatients  — aggregate  number  of 
‘inpatient’  days  of  treatment  given 

. . 79 

. . 43 

M 


3 
2 

4 
1 
4 


Totals 
F Tot: 


1 4 

5 . 7 
5 9 

1 2 

55  59 

122  122 


One  case  of  congenital  syphilis  was  treated  during  the  year. 


r.  (ii)  (e)  Hospitals — Public  and  Voluntary. 

This  was  given  in  full  for  each  type  of  case  in  the  Report  for 
J93S,  pp.  36  and  37.  Upon  request,  the  County  Medical  Officer 
will  be  glad  to  supply  full  particulars. 
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2.— PUBLIC  ASSISTANCE. 


INSTITUTIONAL  MEDICAL  SERVICES. 

There  have  been  no  developments  or  alterations  in  the  scheme 
of  public  assistance  institutions  during  the  year  1939. 

The  Institution  at  Penrhyndeudraeth  has  accommodation  for  a 
number  of  certified  mental  defectives  of  both  sexes  aged  16  and 
upwards,  and  midwifery  cases  are  admitted  to  the  Llwyn  View 
Institution,  Dolgelley. 

A scheme  for  the  treatment  of  public  assistance  cases  in  hos-  • 
pitals  is  in  force,  and  cases  are  admitted  on  the  authority  of  the : 
County  Medical  Officer. 


TABLE  II. 


Name  of  Hospital  to  which  patient 
was  admitted 

Males 

Females 

TOTAL 

Dolgelley  Cottage  Hospital  

The  Robert  Jones  and  Agnes  Hunt 

— 

2 

2 

Orthopaedic  Hospital,  Gobowen 

2 

— 

2 

Towyn  Cottage  Hospital  

— 

I 

I 

Wrexham  Hospital 

2 

— 

2 

Southern  Hospital,  Liverpool 

— 

I 

I 

Casual  Wards. 

During  the  year  there  was  no  change,  but  it  may  be  stated  that : 
Bala  and  Corwen  Wards  are  closed  as  from  1st  November,  1940. 
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institutional  provision  for  the  care  of 

MENTAL  DEFECTIVES. 

Approximately  half  of  the  Public  Assistance  Institution  at  Pen- 
rhyndeudraeth  has  been  set  apart  for  the  reception  of  cases  certi- 
fied under  the  Mental  Deficiency  Acts,  1913 — 1927,  who  are  of 
low  grade  and  above  16  years  of  age  of  both  sexes,  the  manage- 
ment of  the  Institution  being  in  the  hands  of  the  Public  Assist- 
ance Committee  of  the  County  Council. 

The  certificate  of  the  Board  of  Control  is  in  respect  of  23  males 
and  27  females. 

Cases  from  Caernarvonshire  and  Pembrokeshire  have  been  ad- 
mitted under  agreements  with  their  County  Councils,  and  Mer- 
ioneth cases  under  16  are  admitted  to  Institutions  in  Montgom- 
eryshire and  Caernarvonshire  and  the  Institutions  managed'  by 
the  Incori>oration  of  National  Institutions  and  the  County  of  Den- 
bighshire for  female  cases  over  16. 


TABLE  III. 


Males 

Females 

Total 

1.  Under  “ orders  ” 

(a)  In  Institutions  : 

(i)  Under  16  years  

1 

1 

(it)  Over  16  years  

11 

17 

28 

2.  Mental  Defectives  in  receipt  of 
Poor  Law  Relief : 

(a)  In  Public  Assistance  Insti- 
tutions not  approved  under 
Section  37,  of  the  Act  of  1913 

4 

*- 

11 

15 

(b)  In  receipt  of  domiciliary 
relief  

11 

15 

26 

(c)  Otherwise  “ ascertained  ” 

5 

10 

15 

* 
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3— MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

(i)  Midwifery  Services. 

The  nurses  employed  by  the  District  Nursing-  Associations  an- 
qualified  midwives,  and  the  County  Nursing  Association  provide 
one  county  relief  midwife  under  the  Midwives  Act,  1936. 

The  number  of  State  Certified  Midwives  who  have  given  notice 
of  their  intention  to  practise  during  the  year  1939  are  as  under:— 


TABLE  IV. 

Number  who 

notified  their 

Number  who 

intention  to 

left  during 

practise 

the  year 

during 

1939 

1939 

1.  Independent  Mid- 

wives  

11 

2.  Mid  wives  in  Hospitals 

4 

3.  Midwives  in  Public 

Assistance  Institu- 

tions  

1 

4.  Midwives  employed 

by  the  District  Nur- 

sing  Associations  . . 

32 

9 

5.  Midwives  employed 

by  the  County  Nur- 

sing  Association  . . 

1 

Total  

49 

9 

Number 
on  the 
Register 
on  the 
31.s£  Dec., 
1939 


11 

4 


1 

23 

1 
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MEDICAL  AID. 


Certified  Midwives  must  call  in  a registered  medical  practitioner 
in  all  cases  of  illness  of  the  patient  or  child  or  of  any  abnormal- 
ity occuring  during  pregnancy,  labour,  or  lying-in,  if  it  is  a case 
under  the  care  of  the  certified  midwife  only. 

The  fees  are  paid  by  the  County  Council  in  accordance  with  the 
scale  drawn  up  by  the  Ministry  of  Health,  but  the  Council  has 
power  to  recover  the  whole  or  part  of  the  fee  from  the  person 
liable  to  maintain  the  patient. 

The  following  Medical  Aid  Forms  were  issued  by  Mid  wives 
during  the  year  1939: — 

TABLE  V. 

Ante-Natal  Conditions: — 

Haemorrhage 6 

Miscarriage 4 

Albuminuria  and/or  Oedema 8 

Other  Conditions 5 

— 23 

Natal  Conditions: — 

Uterine  Inertia 8 

Delayed  first  stage 2 

Delayed  2nd  stage 2I 

Precipitate  Labour  3 

Perineal  Tear 23 

Contracted  Pelvis 3 

“Heart  Trouble” 2 

Collapse j 

Breech  Presentation 2 

Malpresentation z 

Prolapse  of  cord x 

Placenta  Praevia r 

Emergency  case x 

— 69 

Post-Natal  Conditions: — 

P.P.H 

Swelling  of  Legs.. 


9 

2 
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Rise  of  temperature 

Subinvolution 

“Acute  pain”  

Retained  Placenta.. _ 
“Slow  Pulse” 


3 

i 

i 

3 

i 


Condition  of  child: — 

Malformation 4 

Discharging  Eyes 5 

Feebleness 6 

Navel  Sore i 

— i& 

TOTAE 128: 


BIRTHS  NOTIFIED. 

There  were  461  births  notified  during  the  year,  and  of  these 
225  were  attended  by  a doctor  and  certified  midwife;  8 by  doctor; 
and  226  by  certified  midwives.  The  notifications  of  two  birth; 
were  received  from  Registrars. 

16  Still-Births  were  notified  and  22  were  registered. 


INFANT  WELFARE  CENTRES. 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  places  where  these  Centr* 
are  held  since  the  last  report,  and  the  energetic  secretaries  rernaiL 
a>  in  that  report. 

The  excellent  work  done  in  these  centres  is  shown  in  eacf 
medical  report  and  a great  debt  of  gratitude  is  due  to  the  enth#i 
^'astic  ladies  who  carry  on  year  by  year  this  beneficieut  work.  3 

Perhaps  after  the  war  is  ended  something  will  be  done  for  tht 
children  of  the  more  rural  parts. 

Reports  have  been  received  from  the  Medical  Officers  of  tk. 
Centres, 
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All  of  these  reports  show  that  the  mothers  appreciate  the 
Centres,  and  that  foods  (Virol  and  Cod  Liver  Oil)  supplied  are 
of  great  benefit. 

Attention  is  called  to  the  fact  that  artificially  fed  babies  are 
too  numerous,  and  that  mothers  “put  their  faith  in  the  much 
advertised  products.” 

A report  calls  attention  to  the  difficulty  of  transport  in  incle- 
ment weather.  Perhaps  after  the  war,  means  can  be  found  of 
instituting  a “mobile”  infant  welfare  centre  to  visit  the  smaller 
villages. 

INFANT  MORTALITY. 

For  many  years  it  has  been  the  custom  to  print  in  detail  the 
tables  relating  to  this  subject  Full  details  are  preserved. 

There  were  34  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year;  14  under  one 
week;  18  under  one  month  and  “prematurity”  accounted  for  13 
of  the  34  deaths..  53%  of  the  deaths  occurred  in  the  first  month 
of  life. 

The  rates  will  be  found  in  the  General  Tables  and  it  will  be 
seen  that  the  County  Death  Rate  is  higher  than  the  corresponding 
rate  for  England  and  Wales. 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY. 

There  were  four  deaths  allocated  to  “Maternal  Deaths”  during 
the  year.  Three  cases  died  in  hospital  after  operation  and  one 
from  haemorrhage  also  in  hospital. 

The  rate  per  1,000  live  and  still-births  is  7.04,  while  the  corres- 
ponding rate  for  England  and  Wales  is  2.82. 

Taking  the  mean-  for  the  last  four  years  the  Merioneth  rate 
equals  4.60  per  1,000  live  and  still-births,  and  the  similar  rate  for 
England  and  Wales  is  3.26. 

ANTE-NATAL  AND  POST-NATAL  SCHEMES. 

The  two  schemes  work  satisfactorily,  one  a general  practitioner 
scheme  and  non-insured  women  who  have  engaged  a certified 
midwife  can  be  seen  by  a doctor  of  their  choice.  There  is  roont 
for  extension  in  the  use  of  these  facilities.  ^ 


19 


The  second  scheme  provides  for  ante-natal  clinics  which  are 
now  held  every  six  weeks  in  the  County,  and  cases  are  seen 
which  are  recommended  to  consult  the  Obstetric  Specialist  ap- 
pointed (Mr.  J.  Gardiner  Wigley,  F.R.C.S.,  of  Chester).  .This 
lias  the  great  advantage  that  Mr.  Wigley  is  also  the  Obstetric 
Specialist  at  the  City  Hospital,  Chester,  where  our  “ difficult 
cases”  are  sent. 


MIDWIVES  ACT,  1936. 

This  Act  came  into  operation  on  the  1st  August,  1937.  an(t  the 
County  Council  has  entered  into  agreement  with  the  County  • 
Nursing  Association  to  provide  certified  midwives  in  all  parts  ; 
ot  the  County,  and  for  this  purpose  give  a grant  not  exceeding; 
£.1,500,  which  sum  includes  the  grant  previously  made  for  train- • 
ing  of  midwives. 

All  the  District  Midwives  are  connected  by  telephone. 

A Relief  Midwife  has  also  been  employed. 


health  visiting. 

The  scheme  of  health  visiting  in  force  in  previous  years  is  still .. 
continued.  The  total  number  of  ‘‘first  visits”  paid  by  the  par® 
time  health  visitors  is  492,  and  the  total  visits  were  1934  to  child- 
ren under  one  year  of  age,  and  the  total  number  of  visits  to  child-  • 
ren  between  1 and  5 years  was  29S7. 


CHILD  LIFE  PROTECTION. 


If  any  person  receives  a child  to  maintain  and  for  payment, 
he  or  she  should  communicate  at  once  with  the  County  Medical 
Officer,  Dolgelley,  and  every  assistance  will  be  given. 

There  were  seven  children  on  the  County  Register,  December 


IQ39- 


ORTHOPAEDIC  .SCHEMES. 

There  were  on  books  on  the  1st  January,  19 39.  cases  and  I* 
new  cases  were  admitted  during  the  year,  making  a total  of  20J 
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13  of  these  were  discharged  during  1939,  leaving  15  on  books  on 
the  31st  December,  1939. 


The  cases  included  “congenital 
“injuries’’;  “knock  knees”;  “rickets 


deformities’’;  “flat 
” and  “wry  neck.” 


feet’ 


MATERNITY  AND  NURSING  HOMES. 

There  are  two  Maternity  Homes  registered  in  the  County.  One, 
an  annexe  to  the  Towyn  War  Memorial  Cottage  Hospital,  and 
one  at  Dolgelley,  managed  by  the  Dolgelley  and  District  Nursing 
Association. 

The  former  has  5 beds  and  the  latter  2. 


* 
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WATER  SUPPLIES. 

So  far  as  can  be  gathered  from  the  Rejiorts  received  from  Dis- 
trict Medical  Officers  of  Health  there  was  no  important  change  in 
the  water  supplies  of  the  various  localities  during  the  year  1939. 

Attention  might  be  drawn  to  the  necessity  for  more  regular  and 
frequent  Bacteriological  Analyses  of  the  water  supplies.  Now 
that  this  is  provided  by  the  Government,  there  is  no  excuse  for 
not  carrying  it  out  regularly. 

During  the  dry  weather  in  June,  1939,  a letter  was  sent  to  each 
District  to  enquire  as  to  any  shortage  of  water  supplies  and  to 
find  out  whether  they  had  limited  the  times  at  which  water  could 
be  drawn  by  the  consumers.  Replies  were  received  from  each 
District  that  the  volume  of  water  was  satisfactory,  and  only  in 

one  or  tyv#  districts  had  they  confined  the  use  to  domestic  service 
only. 


DRAINAGE  AND  sewerage. 

There  are  no  changes  to  note  in  the  year  1939. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  the  Dolgelley  Urban  District 
states  that  the  present  method  of  disposal  of  sewage  is  objection- 
able. There  are  many  complaints  about  the  unpleasant  smell 
from  the  sewerage  works  in  connection  with  the  new  Council 
Houses  at  Dolgelley. 


POLLUTION  OF  RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. 

• TuhCr,e  *S  n°  ev^ence  °f  serious  pollution  of  rivers  and  streams 
in  the  County,  except  that  to  which  attention  has  been  drawn  so 
often  m the  County  and  District  Reports,  viz..,  the  dumping  of 
ashes  and  filth  in  the  beautiful  streams  of  the  district. 

“ to  ^.regretted  that  householders  do  not  value  the  amen- 
ies  of  our  rivers  so  as  to  restrain  them  from  making  this  objec- 
tionable use  of  the  rivers.  J 

No.  of  Closets  serving  more  than  one  House. 

does  seem  toflthe  Rf|,0rts  as  liave  been  sent  to  this  office,  there 
.than  one  house"0  * eCreaSC  111  thc  nui1lber  of  closets  serving  more 
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Once  again  and  even  in  these  difficult  conditions,  an  appeal  is 
made  to  every  Sanitary  Authority  in  the  County  to  reduce  this 
tvpe  of  closet  and  to  ensure  that  each  house  is  provided  with  a 
separate  closet. 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

It  is  noted  that  Blaenau  Festiniog  has  a new  Covered  Lorry. 
There  are  no  remarks  about  this  work  from  Towyn  Urban  Dis- 
trict. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  Dolgelley  Urban  still  asks  his 
Authority  to  provide  a covered  cart. 


PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES. 

There  are  a number  of  new  conveniences  erected  in  the  County. 
I:  is  to  be  hoped  that  many  more  will  be  erected  in  the  near 
future.  In  some  districts  they  are  urgently  required. 

Will  Medical  Officers  of  Health  please  state  in  their  next  Report 
the  location  of  these  conveniences  within  their  Areas? 


SHOPS  ACT,  SMOKE  ABATEMENT,  SWIMMING  BATHS 

AND  POOLS. 


There  appears  to  be  no  change  in  any  of  these  headings. 


SCHOOLS. 

All  schools  in  the  Area  for  which  reports  have  been  received 
are  provided  with  a piped  water  supply. 

In  the  Penllyn  Report  a reference  is  made  to  the  new  School  at : 
Khosygwaliau,  which  “is  built  on  a pleasant  hill-side  close  to  thijj 
village.” 


HOUSING. 

1 1h*  war  has  naturally  put  an  end  for  the  time  being  to  thej! 
O' 'vision  of  new  houses  and  slum  clearance. 
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All  the  authorities  wholly  within  the  County  have  by  this  time 
made  some  progress  in  providing  houses,  and  some  of  those  built 
are  of  a very  good  type. 

There  is  still  room  for  improvement,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that 
Local  Authorities  and  their  staffs  will  even  now  proceed  with 
plans  so  as  to  be  ready  w'hen  circumstances  permit. 

Reading  some  of  the  Reports  for  1939,  it  is  clear  that  many 
more  houses  are  required. 


OVER-CROWDING. 

It  is  inevitable  that  there  will  be  some  overcrowding  during 
the  war,  but  so  far  as  I can  make  out  from  the  Tables  the  build- 
ing of  Council  Houses  has  reduced  the  figure  to  some  extent. 


HOUSING  (RURAL  WORKERS)  ACTS,  1926  and  1931 

The  County  Council  paid  grants  amounting  to  £880  in  respect 
of  the  above. 

The  following  shows  the  districts  and  the  number  of  houses 
in  respect  of  which  the  grants  were  made. 


Sanitary  District 

Parish 

No.  of  houses  in  res - 
pect  of  which  grant 
was  made 

Deudraeth  R.D. 

Maentwrog 

3 

Llandeowyn 

2 

Edeyrnion  R.D. 

Llangar 

7 

Llangar 

4 

16 
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E.— INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 
Milk. 

During  the  year  1939  the  work  of  inspection  of  milk  proceeded 
\ei>  much  as  usual,  and  the  work  of  the  County  Council  in  send  : 
ing  milk  for  examination  for  Tubercle  has  been  maintained. 

The  Cowsheds  and  Dairies  are  periodically  inspected  in  all  thei 
Districts. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938. 

The  provisions  of  the  above  Act  were  set  out  at  length  in  last 
year’s  Report. 

A Table  of  the  work  done  by  the  Chief  Inspector  under  thei 
Food  and  Drugs  Act  is  included  in  this  Report. 


F- — Prevalence  of  and  control  over 

INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 

1 lie  position  in  1939  was  not  any  different  to  that  in  any  pre-: 
' ions  y ears,  either  in  the  laboratory  findings,  or  in  the  provision' 
o:  hospital  accommodation  for  their  treatment. 

Active  immunisation  against  diphtheria  was  not  undertaken  in' 
i939- 

Though  it  does  not  pertain  to  the  year  under  discussion,  it  may  . 
,'e  stated  here  that  a Temporary  Isolation  Hospital  was  provided' 
In.  x94o  for  the  accommodation  of  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  and 
Diphtheria,  and  active  immunisation  of  children  against  Diph- 
theria  was  started  quite  early  in  the  year  1940. 

It  may  be  of  interest  to  note  that  3164  children  have  been  im- 
munised up  to  the  present. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASE  (Other  than  Tuberculosis)  DURING 

THE  YEAR  1939. 

! nocination. 

^ The  usual  Tables  are  not  printed  this  year,  but  the  percentage 
L ’’Idren  vaccinated  is  very  comparable  with  previous  years,  .'i 

^ 'mention  of  Blindness. 

No  action  was  apparently  taken  by  the  Local  Sanitary  Auth* 
'••Ues  in  this  direction, 


Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 

Two  cases  were  notified  during  the  year. 

Tuberculosis. 

During  June  and  July  of  1939.  the  Committee  appointed  by  the 
County  Council  to  report  on  the  Report  of  the  Committee  of 
Enquiry  held  many  sittings,  and  their  report  was  published  in 
July,  1939- 

Copies  of  the  Report  were  circulated  at  the  time,  and  they  are 
valuable  documents. 

The  After-Care  Scheme  which  had  been  adopted  by  the  County 
Council  in  June,  193S,  was  reviewed  by  this  Committee  and  pub- 
lished by  them  as  an  Appendix. 

The  Committee  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  Scheme  could 
not  function  properly  unless  a whole-time  Health  Visitor  was 
appointed  to  reix>rt  on  all  cases  who  had  returned  from  Sanatoria 
and  Hospitals,  so  as  to  ascertain  their  needs  and  to  see  that  re- 
medial measures  are  adopted  and  carried  out. 

This  appointment  was  not  made  until  1940. 

An  endeavour  was  made  to  carry  out  as  much  of  the  provisions 
of  the  Scheme  as  possible  with  a limited  Staff  during  the  end  of 
1939,  but  a full  report  of  the  work  can  not  be  made  until  after 
the  end  of  the  present  year. 

Welfare  of  the  Blind. 

The  work  of  the  Welfare  of  the  Blind  has  been  continued  for 
the  year  1939  much  as  usual.  The  changes  of  additional  benefit 
did  not  come  into  force  until  1940. 

TABLE  VII. 

BLIND  PERSONS 


Number  of  Cases  on  the  County  Register  on  31st  Dec.,  1939. 


Males 

Females 

Totals 

Blind  Persons  

51 

35 

86 

Registered  Home  Workers 

6 

1 

7 

Pastime  Workers  

8 

6 

14 

Learners  

2 

2 

4 

In  Training 

2 

• • 

2 i 
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TABLE  VIII. 

Showing  the  numbers  of  cases  of  certain  infectious  disettc 
with  incidence  rates. 
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TUBERCULOSIS 

New  cases  of,  and  mortality  from  tuberculosis,  taken  from  copies  of 
notifications  received  and  from  death  returns  1939. 


Respi 

Ne 

ratory 

w Cases 
Non- res 

piratory 

Pesp\ 

ratory 

Deaths 
| Non-res 

Age 

Periods 

CO 

05 

cs 

CO 

05 

e 

§ 

05 

co 

05 

e 

CO 

r-o 

e 

§ 

fis 

CO 

OJ 

c 

3D 

§ 

■4) 

CO 

05 

0-1 

i 

1 

1-5 

. . 

i 

i 

5-15 

1 

7 

2 

i 

15-25 

7 

7 

4 

2 

3 

2 

25-35 

5 

4 

4 

2 

4 

35-45 

1 

3 

2 

8 

2 

45-55 

3 

• • 

1 

3 

2 

55-65 
65  & up- 

7 

• • 

2 

. • • 

6 

• • 

wards 

2 

1 

6 

2 

Total. . 

26 

23 

10 

10 

25 

11 

5 

9 


V* 


.>7 


Females 


29 


»o 

CO 

r-  r-  p* 

-* 

© 

r- 

01 

© 

;;  ’ sH 

•— • 

CO 

CO  Is-  05 

© 

©1 

t- 

:© 

X 

. 

^ Ci  *-  ^ 

©i 

©i 

ci 

ci  ©i 

CO 

Cl 

^H 

ci 

pH 

^ 3. 

< 

— 2 

C o' 

GO 

(N 

© 

• <£>!>© 

co 

r- 

CO 

© 

© 

• 

x 

T* 

Tf 

• 

rH 

pH 

pH 

pH 

pH 

* 

* o 

•2  ~ 1TO 

- © •■>»  o 
^•$2 

X 

t^ 

-t 

© 

X 

pH 

© 

CO 

-i  .h  ^ 

O ’5.5  v. 

GO 

l> 

© 

© 

© 

• °? 

^H 

©1 

© 

©1 

pH 

© 

pH 

0 1 
© 

(M 

pH 

* 

-a  » ? CL  ^ 
^ ^ ^ ^ 

^ Sc 

^ « eg 

10 

CO 

1^ 

X 

i© 

05 

l> 

-f 

~ £ 3 <2,- 

q 

© 

© 

* t" 

• ^ 

<N 

CO 

© 

Ol 

• 

- 3 ^ 

pH 

pH 

pH 

pH 

pH 

© 

pH 

rH 

© 

pH 

a*  6c  ST  rv 

pH 

l> 

©1 

• ©1 

• 

co 

• 

• 

^ ^ 05  ;S 

' 

' 

£3  its 

1© 

Cl 

© 

lO 

• pH 

• X 

L© 

L© 

pH 

H 

CO 

© 

t> 

. co 

• CO 

• 

co 

• 

© 

CO 

t^ 

• pH 

. -. 

_ 

© 

lO 

Ol 

CO 

i-H 

* 

• pH 

v*  s 


£ a 


2 

•I  ^ 

««*  q 

S -5  c 

^S,  K y 

">''  -3  Q 

"•  3 — 

4?  05 


$ 


.o 

*3 

§- 

n, 

12.1 

15.61 

15.87 

15.39 

11.06 

16.47 

13.06 

17.41 

14.56 

15.47 

16.60 

© 

pH 

pH 

13.95 

11.24 

L'p 

(N 

lO 

© 

pH 

© 

© 

r- 

X 

05 

ci 

CN 

X 

H 

CJ 

t> 

Cl 

© 

Cl 

pH 

pH 

Ol 

X 

Pf 

© 

« 

t- 

co 

pH 

pH 

Cl 

»o 

© 

pH 

pH 

Cl 

© 

CO 

© 

© 

CO 

CO 

pH 

Cl 

rto«i 

© 

© 

© 

l> 

CO 

© 

t> 

© 

Cl 

CO 

to 

s 

CO 

© 

P* 

pH 

CO 

CO 

1-0 

PH 

Cl 

© 

Eh 

© 

<N 

CO 

pH 

pH 

^H 

© 

© 

© 

t- 

CO 

© 

Cl 

© 

m 

© 

X 

Cl 

pH 

pH 

Cl 

Cl 

Cl 


t> 

<M 

lO 

CN 


X 

Cl 

CO 

pH 

© 

X 

co 

»o 

o 

Cl 

CO 

LO 

co 

CO 

01 

X 

CO 

CO 

o 

© 

© 

-t 

© 

Cl 

© 

T* 

© 

© 

© 

X 

-f 

r- 

co 

»o 

© 

Cl 

X 

X 

Cl 

lO 

VO 

© 

© 

<N 

3168 

iO 

* 

CO 

© 

Cl 

pH 

Cl 

Cl 

X 

CO 

t'* 

CO 

pH 

Cl 

.G 

H* 

G 

t/1 

</) 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

o 

• p 

s 

M 

H 

J3 

a 

CU 

TZ 

z 

T3 

C 

(V 

T3 

C 

J* 

ti 

c 

u 


5 

S 

V- 

O 

>* 

c 

3 

O 

u 


Q Q 


c 

© 

kH 

£ 


o 

H 


3 

(X 

*3 

o 

H 


«/> 
o> 

CM 

fy 

pO 

>4 

P 


>> 

0) 


bD 

o 


i J>  1 r 

<D  O 


O 

Q 


••  0) 
TO  Vi 

*>  “3 

< s 

■3° 

to 

3 

« 


►> 

JU 

"ft) 

_60 

*3 

fl 


c 

to 

>> 

« 

w 


fl 

_>. 

c 

<u 

(V 


in  Institutions  31st  December,  1939 


D 

02 

rt- 

C - 

el- 

s' 

P. 

(A 


P P 

02  C/2 


o 

o 

& 


e* 

& 

© 

►1 

o 

£ 

o 

g 

b 

«>>. 

f 

=2 

8. 

p> 

£ 

<s- 

& 


&.  3 

o o 

cp 
Si  p b 

wi  2 

&° 

S 6 

© 

P 


5 


o|  e. 

g O n 
P < ffi 

g. 

>i  P'tt 

P’ 


“3 

■I 

O 

< 

(D 

3 

a 

P 


b 

b 

to 

b 

to 

o 

b 

b 

b 

5 


<i  <x>  it* 


tiw» 


• >—  • 


►-  >*»  ■ 


W l—1 

w © 


H-  © • 


X K, 


o l>  s b 
$•§> 
S.  5 § b S. 

CO  ^ - 


-s  *4 
■ 


b 

0 

1 


b 

5 

a 

O 

b 

to 

b 


b 

« ^ b 

o"  O'  O O ^ 
6»?§1 
<*  1 3 S’ 
«s 


t>5  • • n|;n 


K>  *- 
4->  +*■ 


W W 


b 

O 

s 


fe! 

I 

i 

b 

g 

a 

O 

£ 

to 

b 


§b£ 
S-S.'jfc 
SS.^g 
to  7 ? 


to 

o 

§. 


b 

s 

s: 

o 

£ 

to 


b 

o 

b 

b 

b 

b 

b 


So 

b 

b 

u* 

b 

O 

to 

b 


to 

r3 

b 

b 

b 

b 

b 

b 

b 

to 

b 

b 

fe: 

b 

b 


i£ 


TABLE  XI. 


E. 


England  and  Wales 
County  of  Merioneth 
Total  Urban  Districts 
Total  Rural  Districts 

Urban  Areas  : 

Bala 

Barmouth  .... 

Dolgelley  .... 

Festiniog 

Towyn  

Rural  Areas  : 

Deudraeth  .... 

Dolgelley  ..... 

Edeymion  

Penllyn  

Pennal  C.P.  . . 
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18 

35 
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52 

42 

10 
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TUBERCULOSIS — New  Cases  Examined,  1939 

Number  of  New  Cases  examined  by  Tuberculosis  Officer  ..  410 

Number  found  suffering  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  44 

„ ,,  „ ,,  Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  17 

„ „ to  be  non-tuberculos 291 


